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MEDIA STATEMENT 

 

New Asbestos Relief Trust Office Further Accelerates Claim Process 
 
 
The Asbestos Relief Trust, charged with paying out compensation to sufferers of asbestos related diseases, officially 

opened its new office at Kuruman in the Northern Cape today.   According to Trust chairman, John Doidge, the new 

office has already led to a significant increase in the number of sufferers coming forward with claims.   

 

“We are confident that as awareness of the new office grows, the number of claims lodged and eventually paid out will 

increase significantly, and add to the momentum that is already gathering around the whole process” Doidge says 

 

During the month of December 2004, 58 claims had been paid out amounting to R3,795,679 and since the Trust’s 

inception to 31 January 2005 the total amount of claims paid out has been 270 amounting to R26,895,081.00 by. 

 

“From the outset our intention has always been to assist claimants as much as possible with the claims process so 

opening an office situated at a convenient distance from both the taxi ranks and doctors was essential.” 

 

Claims officials had previously operated out of the Kuruman Moffat Mission premises located some 3 kilometers out of 

town.  Claimants had to complete registration forms there then go to the Gefco records store located in the industrial 

section of Kuruman to obtain a record of service.  “Now claimants are able to complete this entire part of the process 

at our office as all Gefco records are now housed there,” he says. 

 

“Essentially, as a result of the opening of the new office claimants can complete forms, obtain service records and still 

be referred to the doctor for requisite examinations all in one day ensuring that they do not have to return on another 

day to complete the process”. 

 

Doidge advises prospective claimants that their claims can be processed in the Kuruman Trust office which can be 

contacted on 053 712 3428.  

 

He concludes with the caution that the Trust will only accept claims from accredited claims handlers.   

  

The Asbestos Relief Trust was set up in March 2003.  With a trust value in excess of R400 million it was tasked by 

contributors, Gencor, Gefco and Msauli, with the paying out of compensation to sufferers of asbestos related diseases. 

 

 


