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Ground-Breaking Asbestos Relief Trust Marks Ten Years of Relief for Asbestos Mineworkers 

 

The Asbestos Relief Trust (the ART) marks ten years in existence in 2013.  

 

The Trust was formed to provide relief to qualifying asbestos workers, their dependants and those 

environmentally exposed who became sick as a result of exposure to asbestos from certain mines.   

 

The formation of the Trust was unprecedented in South Africa.  It was a consequence of an out of court 

settlement by Gencor, Griqualand Exploration and Finance Company (Gefco) and African Chrysotile Asbestos 

Limited (ACA) to compensate miners who worked for and communities living within the vicinity of specific mines 

who contract asbestos-related diseases.  

 

“It is an important time in the business cycle of the mining sector to look at the work done by the Asbestos Relief 

Trust. Whilst there have been challenges, the Trust has been a channel to provide additional compensation 

above that which is provided by the Compensation Commissioner in terms of the Occupational Diseases in 

Mines and Works Act.  It is possibly an important medium in terms of how to deal with some of the legacy 

issues,’ said current Chairman of the Trust Piet van Zyl.  

 

To date, the Trust has paid over R 250 million to 3,639 claimants and has processed some 14,500 applications, 

of which roughly 30% were for compensable asbestos-related diseases.  Individuals eligible to benefit from the 

Trust include workers who were employed by or persons who lived within the vicinity of the mines owned by 

Gefco and ACA, while Gencor was a shareholder. Compensation is also paid to dependant family members. 

 

Commenting on the work of the Trust, Manager Tina da Cruz said “among the challenges that the Trust has 

experienced included informing possible claimants as to who is eligible and who is not, as well as in tracing 

possible claimants” 

 

She added that in the ten-year period, whilst the Trust has been able to provide relief to many victims of 

asbestos-related diseases – it has also been an emotionally-draining job, as many claimants with whom the 

Trust has liaised, have died in the past ten years. There are also many impoverished people in the community, 

whom it is beyond the reach and mandate of the Trust to help. 

 

Although asbestos mining is now banned, the aftermath continues.  Among the issues that need to be 

addressed by the state are the rehabilitation of primary and secondary sources of asbestos pollution, increased 

and better medical surveillance for former asbestos miners and communities living within the vicinity of asbestos 

mines, a dedicated compensation fund for all individuals who have developed asbestos related diseases as a 
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result of environmental exposure to asbestos and, more information and education about the dangers of 

asbestos.  

   

Piet van Zyl said that the results of an independent survey conducted by the Trust confirmed that many people 

used their settlement awards for short-term relief from hunger.  Some settled debts or bought transport such as 

for starting a small business.  

 

The Trust has available a further R 306 million, inclusive of investment income, to provide for the estimated 

number of future claims that are likely to be lodged over the next fifteen years (as per actuarial and medical 

authority estimations obtained).  

 


