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UPDATE ON REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FROM THE ART BY THE MASTER OF THE COURT. 

 

An issue has arisen, concerning the Asbestos Relief Trust (the Trust), that we believe is of concern to all our 

stakeholders. Therefore, please find notice of this below. We will continue to update you as further developments 

arise. 

The Trust has received a request from the Master of the North Gauteng High Court (the Master) for information 

on its claimants. This follows a complaint by a Kuruman-based community group called the Asbestos Kgatelopele 

Community (AKC).   

The AKC claims that its members were wrongly denied compensation from the Trust.  It also claims that certain 

individuals were compensated by the Trust who did not qualify to receive compensation.  The AKC has also 

requested an ex-gratia payment of R30 million from the Trust - not because its members are ill with an asbestos 

related disease - but because they were allegedly part of the court case that led to the creation of the Trust. This 

request is in direct violation of the Trust Deed. 

This is not a new matter. The Trust has liaised with the AKC over several years. Further, this liaison has extended 

to other parties including the local Kuruman municipality, the Premier of the Northern Cape, the Deputy Minister 

of Mineral Resources, Richard Spoor and the Master of the North Gauteng High Court to address these 

complaints. 

The Trust has tried to verify the truth of the complaints by the AKC that some persons were wrongly compensated 

and others wrongly denied compensation. However, the attempts to do this have not been successful, because 

our requests to the AKC for the names of its members and the details of their complaints, have been consistently 

ignored. 

The Master has advised us that once he is in receipt of the requested information, which the Trust views as 

confidential to claimants, he intends to disclose this information to third parties, including the Premier of the 

Northern Cape.  In turn, the Premier of the province has indicated that she intends to release this information to 

the Kuruman community. This means that the public will have access to all personal information of claimants 

including the amount of monies paid to successful claimants and medical diagnosis, i.e. whether a claimant is ill 

and what illness they have. 

This is of grave concern to us, as we are aware that successful claimants may be put at risk in their communities 

– if it is publicly known that they have received monies from the Trust and if it is known that they are ill.  

The Trust has already submitted some requested information such as the audited financial statements to the 

Master of the Court.  The Trustees have also met with the Master of the Court to discuss the request for 

information. The Master is ultimately responsible for the administration of all trusts in South Africa. We have 

indicated to the Master that we have no issue with him investigating the complaints himself but that he should not 

merely disclose confidential information about claimants to the Premier and, ultimately, the community without the 

consent of claimants. We have also suggested several other solutions to the Master including a forensic audit of 

the Trust’s affairs, which would ensure that confidential information is not disclosed whilst verifying the operations 

of the Trust. These solutions have been declined. 

 

In the interests of protecting the confidentiality of claimants, the Trust has therefore brought a court application 

for an interdict to prevent the Master from disclosing information to any third parties, pending a court hearing, 

which will rule on whether to review and set aside the Master’s decision (Part B of our application).   

 

The application for an interdict (Part A of our application), which went before Judge Kollapen on 10 December, 

was not opposed by the respondents, namely the Master of the North Gauteng High Court and the Premier of the 

Northern Cape. The order for the interim interdict was therefore granted. 
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Further, the State Attorney, representing the Premier, requested and was granted an extension to end-January 

2014 to take instructions from his client on whether to oppose the application to review and set aside the Master’s 

decision (Part B of our application).   

 

We have communicated the above to claimants (a letter to claimants is attached to this notice) and will update 

you as to further developments as these arise. 

4 December 2013 

 

 

 

LETTER TO CLAIMANTS 

 

 

Dear Claimant, 
 

REQUEST TO SHARE CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION ABOUT YOU AND OTHER CLAIMANTS WITH THIRD 

PARTIES 

 

This is a very important letter. Please read carefully.  It affects you directly because you have been awarded 

money from the Asbestos Relief Trust.  

 

We have received a request from The Master of the North Gauteng High Court ("The Master") to provide him with 

documents that includes personal information about claimants, such as you. We consider the information 

requested to be confidential to yourselves and it is our duty to inform you of this issue. 

 

The Master has advised us that he intends to disclose this information to third parties, including the Premier of 

the Northern Cape ("The Premier").   The Premier has advised the Master that she intends releasing this 

information to the community. This means that the community will have access to all your personal 

information including the amount of monies paid to successful claimants, as well as your medical 

diagnosis, i.e. whether you are ill and what illness you have. 

 

This is of grave concern to us, as we are aware that successful claimants may be put at risk in their communities 

– if it is publicly known that they have received monies from the Trust and if it is known that they are ill.  

 

The Trustees have submitted information requested such as the audited financial statements to the Master.  

However, we do not wish to disclose claimants and claims-related information such as names and IDs, outcome 

of claim applications, medical diagnosis and compensation received without your permission. 

 

The Trustees are in the process of bringing a court application to prevent the Master from disclosing confidential 

information to any third parties.  We will inform you of the outcome of this court process once we are in a position 

to do so. 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

 

The Master requested information on claimants from the Asbestos Relief Trust (ART) following a complaint by a 

Kuruman-based community group called the Asbestos Kgatelopele Community (AKC).   

 

The AKC, with whom the ART is familiar, claims that its members were wrongly denied compensation from the 

Trust.  It also claims that certain individuals were compensated by the Trust but did not qualify to receive this 

compensation. 

 

This is not a new matter, the Trustees have over several years met with the AKC and different parties including 

the local Kuruman municipality, the Premier, the Deputy Minister of Mineral Resources, Richard Spoor and the 
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Master of the North Gauteng High Court to address these complaints.  The ART has tried to verify the truth of the 

complaints but the AKC has ignored all requests for information on its members and their complaints. Instead, it 

has requested an ex-gratia payment of R30million not because its members are sick with asbestos related 

illnesses, but because its members allegedly added their names to Richard Spoor’s court application which lead 

to the creation of the Trust.  The Trustees have declined this request because trust funds can only be used to pay 

claimants who are sick from an asbestos related disease. 

 

The Trustees have met with the Master to discuss this issue. The Master is ultimately responsible for the 

administration of all trusts in South Africa.  We have indicated to the Master that we have no issue with him 

investigating the complaints himself but that he should not merely disclose confidential information about 

claimants to the Premier and, ultimately, the community.  We have also suggested several other solutions to the 

Master including a forensic audit of the Trust’s affairs, which would ensure that confidential information is not 

disclosed.  These solutions have been rejected and can only lead us to believe that there is no justification for the 

AKC’s demands. 

 

We are committed to serving and protecting the interests of people such as yourselves who have become ill from 

asbestos-related diseases. Therefore, we have to be careful that only people who qualify receive compensation, 

otherwise there will be no money for the people that need it when they become ill. 

 

Should you wish to register your discontent with the decision of the Master please write to us at PO Box 86, 

Parklands, 2121.  You may also contact the office of the Master on 012 339 7718, contact person: Mr D Krige, 

reference: IT1734/03 and or approach an attorney for legal advice. 

 

Regards,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Doidge 

Chairman 

ASBESTOS RELIEF TRUST  

 


